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ROBERTS’ RULES OF GAMBLING

WELCOME,

Gambling Times columnist and
blackjack expert Stanley Roberts
vecenily interviewed Dr. Edward
0. Thorp when Dr. Thorp visited
our offices in Hollywood, Califor-
nia. Although he hardly needs an
introduction to most of our
readers, Dr. Thorp is a professor of
mathematics ai the University of
California, Irvine and the forerun-
ner of all the blackjack systems
that have proliferated since 1962
Starting with next month’s issue,
Dr. Thorp will be contributing a
regular column to Gambling Times
on the mathematics of gambling.

Roberts: Dr. Thorp, it certainly is
a pleasure to have you here today,
and it’s an honor to welcome you as
a fe'low staff writer for Gambling
Times.
Thorp: I've enjoved your
hospitality here today, and I'm
very impressed with what I've seen
of Gambling Times" operation.
Roberts: Could you give us a lit-
tle background on why you became
interested in analyzing the game of
blackjack in the first place?
Thorp: It was purely by chance.
My wife and I were going on a
vacation to Las Vegas, where we
never gambled. Somebody at
UCLA, where I was then teaching,
showed me the article by Baldwin
and co-authors* where they
developed a basic strategy.
Roberts: When wyou read the
Baldwin article, did you feel that
they had the answer, or did you
*Baoldwin, Canrey, Maisel McDermotr,
“The Optimum Strotegy in Blackjock,”

Journel of the American Statistical
Association, vol 5 [1956).
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