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From December 17th through the 20th, the Sahara
Hotel is sponsoring what it calls the Sahara World
Championship of Blackjack. The Sahara event pro-
mises to be interesting for gamblers and beneficial to
the Sahara Hotel. However, I think it very unlikely
that the eventual winner of this contest will also be
the world's most skillful casino blackjack player.

First of all, the rules (published in the September
issue of this magazine) exclude anthors or instructors
of blackjack systems or books. This certainly gives
the less skilled players a better chance to win, but it
also may prevent the world's best player from even
entering. Therefore I suggest to the organizers that
next year they have two divisions, one for amateurs
and one open to every caliber of player.

Second, the eventual winner of the tournament
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probably won't even be the best player who enters.
Here are some examples to show why. The examples
will also show you some of the weird strategies for
betting and playing hands which should be used in
this contest, even though such methods would be
very bad in ordinary play.

The first elimination round of the Championship
has seven players at each table. Each player buys in
for 3500 and play continues for two hours. At the end
the player with the most money is the winner. (What
if there is a tie? Is there a ticbreaker? The published
abstract of rules doesn't say.) He gets a black-and-
white television set and qualifies for the next round.
Now suppose that it is the last deal of the first round
and only two players remain. One is an amateur with
8500 (he has broken even) and the other is an expert







